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Assessment No. 8: Atmosphere for an Encouraging Environment

Grade Level 
When working with learners — especially those who are struggling — it is important to analyze the messages of support we are sending. “Atmosphere for an Encouraging Environment” is designed to give you additional practice in formulating constructive, supportive statements meant to motivate and challenge your learners. The encouragement you choose to give to a mastery-oriented learner will be different from that which you give to a failure-avoiding and a failure-accepting learner. 

To be most effective, you are also challenged to tailor your messages to students’ temperament style preferences. Doing so will allow your learners to be even more open to receiving your encouraging messages. 

Direction: 

Complete each section requirement for Parts I and II (pages 281 through 283).

Part I: Typical classroom situations
Below you will find three common classroom situations. After each situation, write an Approval Statement, an Encouragement Response, and Feedforward. In some situations, only one or two kinds of statements apply. Be sure to keep in mind the student profiles/orientations, and apply them in your responses. 

1.
A student is struggling to put a piece in a jigsaw puzzle and is starting to show frustration. The class period is nearing its end. (Student Orientation: Mastery-Oriented and strong Sensing-Thinking.)


Approval Statement:  

Encouragement Response:  

Feedforward:  
2.
The student who was earlier struggling with the puzzle piece finished the puzzle just before class ended.


Approval Statement:


Encouragement Response:  

Feedforward:  
3.
A student is clearly distressed with a homework assignment you have given. The student comes to you and says that it is impossible to complete on time everything you have assigned.
(Student Orientation: Self-Limiting, Failure-Avoiding and strong iNtuitive-Feeling.)


Approval Statement:  

Encouragement Response:  

Feedforward:  
Conclude with a paragraph about the process of giving meaningful and purposeful encouragement from the learner’s perspective. You might consider how the learner feels about different types of encouragement.

Part II: Creating Your Own Situations
Record two additional situations that you deal with in your work on an ongoing basis. First record a typical situation and learner profile/orientation that you encounter. Then provide an Approval Statement, an Encouragement Response, and Feedforward for each situation. Be sure to consider the learner’s orientation in each response.

Situation No. 1:  
Learner Orientation:  
Approval Statement:  
Encouragement Response:  
Feedforward:  
Situation No. 2:  
Learner Orientation:  
Approval Statement:  
Encouragement Response:  
Feedforward:  
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