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Assessment No. 3: Is Pop Culture to Blame? 

Grade Level  

This assignment focuses your attention on the impact TV or music may have on student motivation or beliefs regarding ability. 

Directions: 

1.
Select a TV series or musical group that is popular with your students.

2.
Review several TV series episodes, song lyrics, or music videotapes to determine what messages this particular entertainment promotes. Does this show or musical group reinforce self-limiting behaviors (Seinfeld characters) or mastery-oriented responses (JAG)? Do these entertainment vehicles support an entity view (nature) or incremental view (nurture)? Provide a collection of ten comments made in the show or song lyrics as examples. Document the orientations expressed by the speaker or singer(s). Reference two episodes, five songs, or three music videotapes as evidence of the above sets of messages. 


Write a paragraph summarizing your observations regarding this research and the conclusions you drew from it.


Criteria:

•  
Review several TV series episodes, song lyrics, or music videotapes. 

•  
Provide ten comments or messages.

•
Identify mastery-oriented and/or self-limiting comments or messages. Classify self-limiting comments or messages as failure-avoiding or failure-accepting. 

•  
Identify which view of ability (entity or incremental) the comments or messages suggest.

•  
Provide a summary paragraph of your observations and conclusions.
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